
Grade 9 Math Project Day: 
Financial Literacy 

There are 5 parts to this project day: 
1. Video and response: Does Money Make You Mean?
2. Finances Interview with your parents or guardian.
3. Budgets
4. Appreciation and Depreciation
5. Down Payments



Part 1: Does Money Make You Mean? 
 
Watch the video “Does Money Make You Mean” on youtube. (link in Edsby). 
 
Type responses to the questions below. Put your name on the document with a title and 
print it. Hand it in with this package. 
 
Short Answer (one or two sentences): 
 
1. What was the main goal of the study conducted at UC Berkeley? 
 
 
2. What did the researchers observe about the rich players' eating habits in the Monopoly 
game? 
 
 
3. What is one example of a real-world situation that the researchers used to demonstrate 
the link between wealth and unethical behavior? 
 
 
 
Long Answer (Four to five sentences): 
1. The video discusses how wealth can aPect a person's behavior and outlook. Think about 
your own experiences and how you have seen wealth or lack of wealth impact people's 
actions. How do you think your own behavior might change if you were to suddenly become 
very wealthy?  
 
 
2. The article suggests that even small interventions can help to promote empathy and 
egalitarianism. What are some ways that you can personally contribute to creating a more 
equitable society? How can you use your own resources, skills, or influence to make a 
diPerence? 
 



Finance: Parent/Adult Interview  
The goal of this interview is to create space for positive and helpful conversations about 
finances with your parents and/or other adults who care about you. These conversations are 
confidential; what you talk about is between you and your parents only – you don’t need to 
report their responses to Mr. Hagen. If your parents are uncomfortable with any of these 
questions, just move onto another question. These questions are intended to be a starting 
point for conversation; you are encouraged to ask further questions that you’re curious about. 
Plan for at least a 20 minute conversation with your parents (or another trusted adult).  
 

1.  How have you learned about financial literacy over your life?  
 

2.  How do you go about budgeting? What are the big priorities in your budget?  
 

3.  What is your perspective on debt? Does debt ever worry you? What items are 
“worth” going into debt for?   

 

4.  How do you approach the use of credit cards? What is your approach for paying off 
the balance owed?  

 

5.  What is your perspective on giving? How do you decide which charities/people to 
support? How do you decide how much of your income to give away?  

 

6.   How do you determine how much of your income to save? Do you save in a TFSA? 
An RRSP? Do you have an RESP for my post-secondary education? 

 

7.  What has been the greatest financial challenge that you have faced?   
 

8.  How does your faith and your values influence your approaches with money?  
 
 
For your parents to fill out:  
Dear parents, thank you for doing this interview with your son/daughter! Note that this 
interview is confidential between you and your son/daughter – I only need to know that you 
and your child had this conversation, not the details of what you discussed. Please sign here to 
indicate that you had this conversation about finances with your child: __________________  
 
I would also appreciate your feedback as a parent on this interview:  

1. What are some of the barriers to having these sorts of conversations? 
    
 
 
 

2. Is there another question that you wish had been included in this interview? 
  
 































Name: _______________ 

 
Grade 9 Finance Project Day Rubric 
	

Criteria Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Mark 

Understanding 
of Financial 
Literacy 
(Knowledge) 

Demonstrates 
limited 
understanding of 
budgeting 
concepts. 

Demonstrates a 
basic 
understanding of 
budgeting 
concepts, with 
some errors or 
gaps in 
understanding. 

Demonstrates a 
solid 
understanding of 
budgeting 
concepts, with 
minor errors. 

Demonstrates 
excellent 
understanding of 
budgeting concepts, 
including income, 
expenses, and savings, 
with no significant 
errors. 

/8K 

Effort and 
Communication 
(Thinking/ 
Communication) 

Minimal effort 
shown; 
communication is 
unclear or hard to 
follow. 
Explanations and 
justifications for 
answers are 
missing or vague. 

Some effort 
shown; 
communication is 
somewhat clear, 
but explanations 
for answers are 
underdeveloped. 

Good effort 
shown; 
communication is 
clear, with 
reasonable 
explanations. 

Excellent effort 
shown; 
communication is 
clear and thorough, 
with strong 
explanations and 
justifications. 

/4TC 

Completeness 
(Application) 
 

Assignment is 
incomplete, with 
several missing or 
incorrect 
components. 

Most of the 
assignment is 
complete, but 
some components 
are missing or 
incorrect. 

Assignment is 
mostly complete, 
with only minor 
details missing or 
incorrect. 

Assignment is fully 
complete, with all 
components clearly 
addressed and 
accurate.   
- Video Response 
- Parent Interview 
- Budgets 
- App/Depreciation 
- Down Payments 

/4A 

	

	

	

	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	


